
Coming Up 

9/08 UIL HS Region Marching Band Entry Deadline 

9/09 Employee Art Show Entries DUE Online

9/10 Arts Alliance All State Dance Auditions at Montwood HS

9/14 All Region Mariachi Entry Deadline

9/16 Employee Art Show Physical Submissions DUE to Fine Arts Office

9/17 Bands of America Marching Contest at NMSU

9/17 El Paso Winds All Region Clinics at UTEP

9/17 HS All Region Choir Audition Entry Deadline

9/19 HS All Region Orchestra Audition Entry Deadline

9/19 DATE CHANGE! HS All Region Jazz Auditions at Hanks HS

9/21 SISD Employee Art Show Open House at DSC 

9/24 TBird Marching Invitational at Coronado HS

9/28 All Region Mariachi Auditions at Americas HS
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CONGRATULATIONS
to the Pebble Hills Flute 
Choir for being selected 

as a showcase ensemble 
at the 2023 TMEA 

Convention in February in 
San Antonio, TX

SPOTLIGHT

SPECIAL ATTENTION!
Complete your UIL 

Acknowledgement forms as 
soon as possible. Give a 

copy to your campus 
secretary, keep a copy, 

and submit a copy to Fine 
Arts: amarti133@sisd.net 

Tell us when you’re              
performing! Submit all your 

performances on the 
performance 

notification tab.  
CLICK HERE

Tell us how you did! 
Enter all your non-UIL and 
non-SISD contest results. 

CLICK HERE  

SPOTLIGHT
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mailto:amarti133@sisd.net
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=0oNUtgt82UqBujcWpDOWbf8LyFEQOGFPo-CJpBS3wKhUM0xXUEFQWElNVlNBT1RJRTNRVUxaOE80OSQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=0oNUtgt82UqBujcWpDOWbf8LyFEQOGFPo-CJpBS3wKhUQk1LR0tHMkVGSU9DODNVRFgxVU9NU0pTUCQlQCN0PWcu


2022 SISD CLASSROOM FUND GRANTEES!

The process to apply consisted of 3 
simple questions and shopping with 
whichever vendor had what they 
needed. “The hardest thing was 
picking which items you wanted,” 
stated Rodriguez-Snyder, who received 
Boomwhackers, finger puppets, a 
sewing rack, and picture books. 

All of the SISD teachers received the full 
$1,000 and suggested others apply for 
the grant next year. The deadline is 
typically in May, so be on the lookout 
for the announcement in 2023, on the 
Foundation’s website.     

So many SISD Fine Arts teachers go above and 
beyond for their students. This is the case with Krystal 
Eby (music teacher with Sgt. Roberto Ituarte & Purple 
Heart Elementaries), Susana Rodriguez-Snyder (music 
teacher with Escontrias STEAM Academy & Robert R. 
Rojas Elementaries), Dymonds Duckworth (art 
teacher with Sun Ridge Middle School) and Claudia 
Castaneda (art teacher with Eastlake High School). 

These four teachers applied for the Classroom Fund 
Grant, given by the El Paso Community Foundation. 
Every year, the Foundation opens the application to 
teachers, coaches, and librarians seeking funding for 
various things for their students. If selected, the items 
they requested are purchased by the foundation 
and given to the educators during a celebratory 
reception with food, prizes and guest speakers, 
telling them what a difference they make in the 
community. 

Eby, who received Boomwhackers, said about the 
reception that, “The food was amazing, they gave 
away numerous gift cards, and they kept 
applauding us for what we do (as educators). 
It made me feel appreciated.” 

Duckworth, who received calligraphy pens, ink, 
printmaking materials, and paper said, “I am 
planning to use these materials to get (my students) 
ready for the SISD show. I want every one of my 
classes to experience different mediums and this 
helped me to afford the materials needed for that.”

Congratulations



WELCOME TO THE TEAM
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Socorro MS

ART
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Miranda DeBretto
Sue Shook Elem
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Xavier Felix
Montwood HS

THEATER

Eduardo Garcia
Pebble Hills HS
ORCHESTRA

Ismael Reyes
Socorro MS
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Rocio Rodriguez
Socorro MS

CHOIR

WELCOME TO THE TEAM



Congratulations

Veronica Andrea Chaparro
Congratulations to Veronica Andrea Chaparro
on completing her Master’s of Art Education
degree from Texas Tech University! 
Also, congratulations to Veronica Chaparro for 
being selected as a presenter at this year’s Texas 
Art Education Association Conference in McAllen, 
TX November 10-13, 2022. 

Molly Alvarado and Troy Herbort
Congratulations to Molly Alvarado and Troy Herbort 
who have been selected as presenters at this year’s 
Texas Educational Theatre Association’s TheatreFest 
that will take place September 21-24, 2022, at Moody 
Gardens in Galveston, TX.

Jordan James
Congratulations to Sun Ridge theater teacher 
Jordan James, for being recognized 
by the Texas Thespians for her 
contributions to theater 
students across the state.  

SISD Teachers “In the NEWS!”

Cecil Crabtree & Caitlyn Collette
Congratulations to SISD band directors 
Cecil Crabtree (Pebble Hills HS) and 
Caitlyn Collette (Montwood HS) for 
representing #TeamSISD at the 2022 
National Flute Convention in Chicago, 
IL. As part of the UTEP flute ensemble, 
Las Flautistas, these musicians got the 
opportunity to showcase their talent 
on the national stage in front of many 
world-renowned flute artists. 



From the beautifully painted murals and newly 
ordered supplies to the specialized teachers 
and cross-curricular lessons, SISD’s two newest 
academies are up and running! Paso Del Norte 
is the proud campus that serves as the Elemen-
tary Fine Arts Academy for the district, while 
Escontrias is the Elementary STEAM Academy.

The Elementary 
STEAM & Fine Arts 

Academies Are in Full Swing!

When you walk into Paso Del Norte Fine Arts Academy, you’ll 
know immediately by the bright and colorful murals that you’re 
in a school full of creativity. Students will get to participate in art, 
theater, dance & music, all so they can have the experiences to 
make an educated decision about which disciplines they are 
more inclined to pursue later in their secondary years. 

Escontrais STEAM Academy will provide specialized instruction in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics. This 
campus will allow for students to participate in music and art 
classes throughout the year. The training the teachers have 
received, coupled with the right tools to educate these bright 
young minds, means that they will be doing plenty of 
hands-on activities! 

If you know of anyone that would like their 
child to experience a first-rate education 
that leans towards project-based learning, 
you can find out more at: 

https://www.sisd.net/elementaryacademies

https://www.sisd.net/elementaryacademies


SISD Teachers “In the NEWS”

PEBBLE HILLS HS
JAZZ BAND

Chicago, Here We Come!
The Pebble Hills High School Jazz Band
is a part of an elite few. In the Spring of
2022 they submitted an audition recording
to the Midwest International Band and
Orchestra Conference, in hopes that they would 
be chosen as a featured ensemble to perform at 
the 76th Midwest Clinic in Chicago, Illinois. In true 
Spartan form, they did not disappoint! They are 
one of only three schools selected for this honor
in the entire Nation!

To give you an idea of just how rare this is, only 2 
other schools from El Paso (Del Valle High School, 
2013 & Indian Ridge Middle School, 2014) have 
been accepted for this privilege in the last decade.

At this event, they will have an hour-long 
performance, showcasing new and old musical 
works, with varied degrees of difficulty. The PHHS 
musicians will also get to play alongside 
American jazz trombonist and composer, 
Marshall Gilkes. 

We will continue to follow this exciting journey for 
our students and their dedicated directors: Max 
Sierra, Daniel Hunt, Cecil Crabtree, Maria Carbajal, 
& Leo Castorena.

Special guest,
       Kenny Capshaw, 
 providing the PHHS  
 Jazz Band with   
 rehearsal feedback.



SISD Teachers “In the NEWS”

2022 ARTS ALLIANCE
Arts Alliance is a city-wide event, where Fine Arts 
teachers have the opportunity to come together
for one full day, before students return. The idea for 
this event began during the isolated times of COVID. 
The directors of all the districts decided that we would
all be stronger together to try and work through those
trying times of online learning. We are happy to say 
that this mentality carried over to when we opened 
back up as well.

At the 2022 Arts Alliance event on July 27th, teachers got 
to reconnect with their peers, prepare for the return of students 
and learn new techniques and lessons from master teachers within 
their disciplines. It is a day full of creativity, vendors, door prizes and 
lots of hands-on activities. 

Thank you to our Art, Dance, Theater and Music teachers for 
embracing this event, to all the districts that helped to 
plan this, to UTEP for hosting it and to all of the talented
presenters for sharing their knowledge with us!



2022 TEXAS THESPIANS LEADERSHIP TRAINING
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On August 19, 2022 the Texas Thespians Leadership Academy 
hosted a gathering for high school, middle school and 
theater directors in the El Paso region. This event, which 
took place at Montwood High School, was a huge success! 
Over 600 students, 50 educators and 23 schools were in 
attendance. There were even districts as far as Clint & 
Fabens that made it a point to travel to SISD to be a 
part of the happenings. Roshunda Jones-Koumba, 
named winner of Tony Awards and Carnegie Mellon 
University's 2022 Excellence in Theatre Education 
Award was even present!

At this leadership academy, students were a 
part of trainings, workshops and coaching, 
intended to help them hone their craft. By 
being able to connect with their peers, share 
ideas and get suggestions on how to advo-
cate for their programs, theater 
educators benefited from this event 
just as much as students did.

There were only five leadership events 
throughout the state of Texas this year. 
Troy Herbort and Molly Alvarado, theater 
directors from Socorro High School, 
made it a point to push for one of the 
five to take place in El Paso. “This was the 
largest educational theater gathering in 
the history of El Paso,” said Troy Herbort. It 
was such a success that Texas Thespians 
are talking of hosting a full out festival in 
our city in 2023. This would mean that 
there would be competitions, 
workshops, presentations for plays
and even the opportunity for our 
students to audition for scholarships!

Thank you to our SISD theater 
teachers for putting the extra 
effort in to make this happen for 
our students!



Thank you to Superintendent, Dr. Nate 
Carman for attending and to Board President 
Mr. Eduardo Mena and Deputy Superintendent, 
Dr. Tamekia Brown for the inspirational opening 
remarks. 
Congratulations to the 12 winners, 3 from each 
division: elementary, middle, high school and 
employee. The first prize winner in each division 
received a certificate, a gift basket packed full 
of goodies and a $50 Walmart gift card. 
The art will hang at the SISD District Service 
Center until September 13th.

Emerald Gamblin Eyvery Vidales Dante Aguilar

Natalie De La Cruz Bella Heller Victoria Vargas

Dyllan Scott Jaylin De Le Paz Jocelynn Rodela

Maria Sosa Elizabeth Trow Lucila Duenas

Employee
1st Place

Employee
2nd Place

Employee
3rd Place

High School
1st Place

High School
2nd Place

High School
3rd Place

Middle School
1st Place

Middle School
2nd Place

Middle School
3rd Place

Elementary School
1st Place

Elementary School
2nd Place

Elementary School
3rd Place

Wi�ersBY DIVISION

Print Those Pics! is an annual contest 
meant to showcase the photos taken 
on cell phones by employees and 
students from Socorro ISD. In a time 
where at any given moment one 
can have well over 5,000 photos on 
their phones, very rarely do we take 
the time to ever look back through 
them, much less print them. This 
contest encourages everyone to 
pick the top two images (maximum), 
print them and have them framed. 

What this contest has resulted in is 
the DSC walls lined with beautiful, 
funny and profound subject matter. 
Catching a moment in the lives of 
many encourages us to really stop, 
look and reflect on what is important 
to us. 

For the reception, the house was 
packed with attendees! Thank you 
to all the employees, families and 
participants that turned out to 
support this event. There was 
wonderful food and music by the 
very talented Eastlake Falcon 
Orchestra & the Eastlake 
Mariachi Falco. 



Fine Arts Teacher of the Month
Another school year means another chance to shine a light 
on those teachers that you feel should be acknowledged for 
all they do. So, whether you notice one of your peers is screaming
loud and proud of their students and programs or they’re the quiet 
magic that helps things flow, behind the scenes, please take a 
moment to nominate them for Fine Arts Teacher of the Month 
(FATOM). 

We will email the nomination form at the end of every month, 
so you can let us know who deserves this honor. 

Thank you to Superintendent, Dr. Nate 
Carman for attending and to Board President 
Mr. Eduardo Mena and Deputy Superintendent, 
Dr. Tamekia Brown for the inspirational opening 
remarks. 
Congratulations to the 12 winners, 3 from each 
division: elementary, middle, high school and 
employee. The first prize winner in each division 
received a certificate, a gift basket packed full 
of goodies and a $50 Walmart gift card. 
The art will hang at the SISD District Service 
Center until September 13th.

Thank you f� what you do!



THANK YOU
SISD BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Eduardo Mena, President
Pablo Barrera, Vice President
David O. Morales, Secretary
Ricardo O. Castellano, Trustee
Paul Guerra, Trustee
Cynthia Ann Najera, Trustee
Michael A. Najera, Trustee

SISD SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Nate Carman

District Administrators
ALL Fine Arts Teachers

Have a performance/event that's not already on our 
district's calendar that you'd like us to know about?

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts
 #2 click on Fine Arts Performance Notification
     #3 click on 2022-2023 Fine Arts Performance Notification

Please submit anything 
you'd like for the Fine Arts 
Department to share and 
help to promote it for you!

Want us to celebrate your program’s 
accomplishments with you? 
Let us know how you did! 

Step #1 go to www.sisd.net/FineArts
 #2 click on Results Notification
     #3 click on Results Notification 2022-2023 

http://www.sisd.net/FineArts
http://www.sisd.net/FineArts

